Council Meeting
May 24, 2011 – 5:30 pm

	The meeting was called to order by President Spaetti.  Councilmen Spaetti, Knepper, Winsett, Kress, Waninger, Kroeger, Bunner, Deputy Auditor Jane Lynam, and Attorney Wetherill, were present.
Moment of Silence
Spaetti asked for a moment of silence for remembrance of Jack Kroegers’ father Noah E. Kroeger who passed on May 9, 2011. 
Community Corrections
Janice Weber came before the council to ask for approval of Jason Daming as summer time help for two days a week. The funds will come from project income. Kress asked if Weber really needed the extra help. Weber confirmed she did. Kress made a motion to approve the summer time help. Bunner seconded. All were in favor. Weber stated community corrections will be receiving their grant again this year in the amount of $273,874.02. Weber stated they currently have 35 active clients. Community corrections are saving the county $1,225/day. If these people would have went to prison it would be costing the county $54/day to house them in prison and 10 of the 35 would more than likely have went to prison. 26 out of the 35 people are working paying their taxes and their child support. 6 out of the 9 that are not working are new to the system. Their wages they are earning are anywhere between minimum wage to iron workers for the union. Electronic monitoring system they have 28 people. And on the day reporting they have 16 people. These are just a few of the things they are doing to keep people out of jail and becoming a responsible parent and taxpayer. 
Minutes
Kress made a motion to approve March 15, 2011 and April 19, 2011 minutes with correction. Knepper seconded. All were in favor. 
Tourism 
Paula Werne has resigned from the Spencer County Tourism Commission. The Spencer County Tourism Commission would like to make a recommendation that the Spencer County Council fill the vacancy with Eric Snow, the director of special events and projects at Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari. He has a strong background in planning and implementing projects, plus a good knowledge of marketing and public relations. Kroeger made a motion to accept their recommendation to appoint Eric Snow. It further was discussed that it would be a good policy that any new appointments made by the council, the parties to be appointed should be present. Kress seconded. Winsett was opposed. All other councilmen were in favor.   
Saint Meinrad Archabbey
Wetherill discussed with the council the Saint Meinrad Archabbey Project (detailed discussion in the 4/19/2011 minutes).  Archabbey, Rev. Adrian Burke, O.S.B., Treasurer and Business Manager of St. Meinrad, IN. an Indiana nonprofit corporation appeared before the council. There was discussion concerning the project. Winsett asked Wetherill to read section 8 and section 9 to everyone present to make clear that no liability could be held against the county. He did. Kress made a motion to accept Ordinance 2011-5. Waninger seconded. All were in favor. Knepper made a motion to approve the minutes of this signing prepared by Wetherill. Bunner seconded. All were in favor. 
Additionals
Engineer
Tara Lloyd, County Engineer discussed Phase I and Phase II of the CEDIT Plan with the council. Winsett made a motion to approve the CEDIT $2,500,000 Additional for the county highway paving projects Lloyd outlined to the council.  Kroeger seconded. All were in favor. 
Universal Design
$8,477 balance due from Universal Design for the Public Safety Building was discussed. Kress made a motion to pay the bill out of the COIT fund Account #218-000-4125.00.  Waninger seconded. Bunner and Winsett opposed. Spaetti, Waninger, Kroeger, Kress, and Knepper were in favor. 


Community Wide Grant
[bookmark: _GoBack]There was discussion on the additional funds of $180,000 needed from the COIT fund for the purchase of a 300’ tower and the moving of the Chrisney tower to St. Meinrad. Spaetti asked for a motion. There was more discussion and it was decided that they needed to discuss this with the Fire Chiefs and see if they agree with this purchase.  Winsett made a motion to table this until next months meeting. Kress seconded. Vote 2 against and 5 for vote. Waninger and Kroeger were not in favor of tabling. Kroeger stated he felt unless we have a detailed plan we will not know anymore next month than we do right now. There was further discussion. Meadors stated another 30 days would not be a problem for the project.  
Rock Creek Shavings
Wetherill reported to the council that Rock Creek Shavings have not filed their CF-1’s and therefore are not in compliance with the abatement process. Rock Creek Shavings are currently out of business. Wetherill submitted to the council a draft of a resolution concerning rescinding the 2009 tax abatement that the county gave to Rock Creek Shavings. The county had given a deduction in 2009 for real and personal property. Kroeger made a motion to the council that Rock Creek Shavings are not in substantial compliance with the abatement process. Waninger seconded. All were in favor. Deputy Auditor was asked to make sure all CF-1’s in the county have been filed. 
Bike Trials 
Kevin Patmore came before the council with concerns of the transportation issues in the town of Santa Claus. The town of Santa Claus is currently working on construction of CR 600 E to Hwy 161. This completion of CR 600E from Newtonville to Santa Claus will be a new entrance to Christmas Lake Village. The need of Bike Trails was discussed and Patmore requested support of the project. Spaetti asked if the council made a commitment to this project next month would that be soon enough. Patmore stated yes. Patmore stated that they have already raised $50,000 dollars. Patmore was asked to speak with the Auditor and report back next month for further discussion. 
Clerk 
Harney asked the council if they would consider raising the mileage reimbursement amount for all county employees that have to travel for county meetings from .37 cents per mile to .42 cents per mile. Bunner made a motion for council to raise the mileage rate to .40 cents per mile effective 7/1/2011. Kroeger seconded. All were in favor. An Ordinance will be prepared for next council meeting to be executed at that time.   
Old Business
Winsett asked if Kellie Reinke had done anything about the testing of the drugs found a couple months ago. There was discussion between members. 
New Business
The Gateway program was discussed. County Auditor was at the state called Auditors conference and was not present to discuss the program. However, the Indiana Gateway for Government Units provides a central data base for local units to submit their financial forms to the State of Indiana. This new program goes into effect on July 1, 2011. Schools are the only units that will not be submitting budgets through this website until pay 2013. Gateway manuals can be found at http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2677/htm for counties. 
Landowner
Landowner from Luce twp., Ned Richards came before the board stressing his deep concern of thieves stealing the copper out of his irrigation systems at a cost of $60,000. Richards went on to say when he called and spoke to the county deputy he was informed deputies do not have the time or manpower to find out where the copper is going. Something needs to be done. Richards wants the council to be aware. 
Winsett made a motion to adjourn.  Bunner seconded.  All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm.
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