Council Meeting
February 17, 2011 – 5:30 pm
	The meeting was called to order by President Spaetti.  Councilmen Spaetti, Knepper, Winsett, Kress, Waninger, Kroeger, Bunner, and Attorney Wetherill were present.
Minutes
1/4/11 Organizational minutes approved; Winsett motion to approve; Bunner seconded. All were in favor. 
Coroner	
	Coroner requested transfer of funds. Decrease Autopsy #100-107-4314.00 by $1,500; Increase clothing #100-107-4244.00 by $1,500. Deputies need proper attire reflective clothing, shirt and pants. Kress made motion to approve transfer; Winsett seconded. All were in favor. Kroeger commented that he had never heard in 16 years such a full and detailed explanation of autopsy, as Fuller displayed at this meeting tonight.  Fuller commented he would not spend autopsy funds unnecessarily but if he has to he will do what it takes to get the needed results. 
Additional Appropriations 
Probations User Fee Fund 
Circuit Court – Probations User Fee Fund request for $6,033; Judge commented on working on the Drug Testing costs; last year it was higher than expected. Judge was pleased to report that this fund was up by approximately $8,000 from last year and he has some ideas to help to increase them even more to help cover new hire costs.  At budget time this year the Judge will have prepared a separate probation budget for council for both the new hire and any other expenditures coming out of that fund. In past it just all came out of one big fund and after speaking with the Auditor have decided to separate this for better tracking. Kress made motion to accept Judge Jon Dartts’ request. Knepper seconded. All were in favor. 
County General 
	Circuit Court needs a counter that Bill Glenn would be able to construct for this office. Other items are Telephone/Computer supply & Furniture $4,652. Kress made a motion to accept Judge Jon Dartts’ request. Bunner seconded. All were in favor. Psychiatric Expenses $15,000. Kroeger asked if we could do $10,000 instead. Bunner made motion to approve $10,000. Waninger seconded. All were in favor. Guardian Ad Litem Fees started in 2007. Judge Jon Dartt requested $15,000; this request must be re-advertised under County General. Council will take this up at next meeting. 
Commissioners/Inmate Housing, Detention 
	Judge Jon Dartt addressed this fund for the commissioners. Juvenile Detention cost in 2009 was $73,000, in 2010 it came down to $57,809. The County Correction department has tried some electrical devices, and other DOC type services that have helped to reduce these costs. Approximately, $130/day is what it costs to house a Juvenile in Detention and the cost goes up with sex offenders. There were approximately $18,000 dollars due from 2010 that were paid out of this years budgeted funds. We have $12,000 dollars left and there is approximately $7,000 dollars worth of bills unpaid this year. Judge Jon Dartt questioned why this fund was under the commissioner’s budget because his office does track this. Judge offered to track this fund and keep in touch with the commissioners on these amounts. Last year Judge Jon Dartt requested additional funds of $20,000 dollars and was given $10,000 dollars. As the year progressed and more bills came in, the Auditors office did not request more funds to pay these incoming bills. Bunner made a motion to grant the $30,000, additional for this fund. Winsett seconded it. All were in favor. 
EMA
Vehicle request. Perdue stated he would let it ride at this point. Perdue stated he is looking at something with the commissioners in the form of a lease agreement. 
LEPC- (Local Emergency Planning Committee) Spending Plan report was presented by Perdue to all the council. Perdue is the chairman of this agency. Report displayed all the money in this fund that is brought in from chemicals stored in the county. Each year Perdue sends a copy to the State, Indiana Emergency Response Commission. This report shows that $8,097 dollars had been spent last year and $15,641 was brought in through the way of Grants, reimbursements of training classes taken, and facilities that stored chemicals. Perdue asked the council for nothing just to say thank you and to carry on! Council thanked Perdue for his report. 
Commissioners
Spaetti asked Gogel if there was anything he would like to bring before the Council. There was nothing. 
County Council/Training 
Additional amount of $2,500 dollars was requested that could be used for the Auditor’s office or could be moved to other departments where training was needed. Spaetti commented that if the Finance Chairman, Kroeger, felt more information was needed in any areas it could be used for that as well. Kroeger stated he had second thoughts about this and asked if it could be considered at a later time. Kroeger made a motion to put $1,000 dollars into this account and Waninger seconded. All were in favor. 
Auditor Training
$5,000 dollars for Auditor Training was discussed. Lynam stated that $2,500 would do for now and then if and when more was needed she would come back at that time to request more. Kroeger made a motion for $2,500
Kress seconded it. All were in favor. 
Election Board 
Clerk Harney, presented a request for $1,080 for Election Board/office supplies and Clerk/ Office Supplies for $205 that were submitted in time for the December 2010 claims. However, Auditor’s office neglected to prepare and submit for payment in the December 2010 claims. (Clerk Harney brought in on December 8th, 2010. However, the bills were not stamped until after the claim deadline.) Money was available for payment. Kress made a motion to pay the $1,080 for Election Board/office supplies. Bunner seconded it. All were in favor. Kress made a motion to pay the $205 for Clerk/Office Supplies. Waninger seconded it. All were in favor. 
Rainy Day Funds 
Drainage Projects: Logsdon was told he did not have to return this month due to last months presentation and detailed paperwork that he presented to everyone. Kroeger stated this is an outstanding project. Logsdon was able to speak with the State Board of Accounts concerning using the Rainy Day Funds. This Drainage Project protects our roadways, and keeps our streams clean. The Surveyor picks projects in the whole county that are in need of work and presents them to the Drainage Board committee and after careful discussion and consideration the Drainage Board will make a recommendation to the surveyor to begin work. So if this $50,000 is approved tonight it will go through this process to be used. Waninger made a motion to place $50,000 into Rainy Day account for Drainage Projects. Kroeger seconded it. All were in favor. 
Animal Control 
Balance due on the Building Contract is $21,659. Since the building was not paid for last year it has to be paid this year. This does not roll over from year to year. This request is just putting the money into the proper account. (This is not really an additional.) Ending balance in the Animal control is $21,568. Kroeger made a motion to pay the $21,568 out to deplete this account. Bunner seconded it. All were in favor. 
Pre-Trial Diversion
Johnson presented request for transfers Decrease of #277-000-4112.00 Deputy Prosecutor Salary of $2,898, #277-000-4113.00 PTD Coordinator Salary of $5,814, and #277-000-4131.00 Office Cleaning of $1,440 and Increase 277-000-4010.00 (Other) – Renovation Project $2,500, #277-000-4400.00 Equipment of $5,000, #277-000-4322.00 Travel of $1,000 and #277-000-4241.00 Miscellaneous of $1,652. Johnson stated salary will be re-evaluated in April 2011. Johnson was confronted with a verbally abusive person last week and would like to request a wall to be erected to allow for more confidentiality. Confidentiality is a major problem. Johnson is proposing a wall and has presented diagrams; two estimates one for $2,500 and the other for $5,000 both were bidding on the same work. Sound proofing is a major item in these quotes. Landlord has been spoken with and is fine with this additional wall per Johnson. Lobby is huge and if it is opened up it could be better utilized. October 2011 is when the lease comes up Johnson believes. Must notify landlord in September if do not wish to renew this lease. Kroeger mentioned maybe the commissioners could renegotiate the lease. Wall would go to the ceiling with a window. Bill Glenn was one of the bidders. Concern was if we remodel this office then rent might raise and we may be looking for another unit to rent. Child Support is reimbursed 66% of the rent by the state. Johnson said it would make better sense to house her office and Child Support together. Child services are in the old license branch on Main Street. Copier is on its last leg. Proposed replacement cost is $5,000. (The digital presenter is $720 Johnson can borrow one for free from the state police.) All files need to be scanned and saved and then dispose of. Labor to scan all of the documents was a concern to Bunner. Johnson stated it could be sitting beside someone’s desk and multi-tasked. Johnson further stated server needed to be upgraded. Upgrade cost approximately $500 - $1,000. Contractors are to contact Landlord prior to any work being started. Bunner made a motion to agree to the request to transfer these funds as long as the lease is secured for at least 2 years after 2011 least expires. Winsett seconded it. All were in favor. Progress report will be given next month from Johnson.  
Jail        (Tameria Graham was present to assist the current Auditor concerning matters that happened prior to her term)                            E911 Dispatch. 
Kermit Lindsey stated he was contacted by Auditors office that he did not have enough E911 funds to cover the four dispatchers that he had budgeted for. Current E911 funds would probably cover two dispatchers. Lindsey made a request of $65,000 for dispatch costs. Spaetti stated we are not out of funds now it is just so we don’t run out of funds mid-summer…correct? Kermit Lindsey stated correct. We do not get distributions from the state. We get quarterly distributions from the phone company then we turn around and pay it out. Last year previous deputy auditor did not break out the funds into the separate Wireless and landline fund accounts. They just showed the funds going into the account that the dispatchers were paid from. E911 account currently shows approximately $34,000. The quarterly distributions continue to drop so it is hard to make calculations as to what will be there in the future quarters. It is a federal law that these two funds be separated. Kroeger asked what the requested $65,000 can be spent for. Graham stated employees or contracts. Currently, the wireless fund account is paying for the Equipment contracts. (Current Equipment contracts are the consoles the E911 trunks through the AT&T lease). Kermit Lindsey stated we are paying for E911 upgrades all the time. We are paying for the service. Landline money can be used for salary or equipment as well. Kroeger stated he can’t state strongly enough (this is terrible) that …we (several elected officials from the county attended) just got back from a 2 day legislative conference meeting in Indianapolis, IN. there Kroeger spoke to Richard Murdock. He also spoke to the chairman of E911 board and the executive director of the E911. Kroeger further stated he made it a point to talk to our entire legislature about this. There is a dire necessity of the State to do something for the E911 fund. Out of the 2-3 bills asked for at the state capital all have been thrown out. E911 have the authority to increase the wireless fund by .07 cents. Kroeger stated that he encouraged Murdock to increase it as much as he can. Studies are being done. Slowly over the years we have had to work with this reducing fund and move employees from dispatch over to county general to make the payroll. Currently, $1.75 is paid on landlines, .50 cents on cell phones and .25 cents on prepaid phone for E911 services. The commissioners in 2008 had AT&T to do a survey which revealed we could not increase our landline E911 fee. We were at our maximum fee. A study must be done with AT&T prior to any increases. Kroeger made a formal request to initiate a study at a minimum. Another thing that Kroeger will not make into a request right now is the dispatch centers to be consolidated. He did not want to speak on this topic much at this time. However, Kroeger stated further input from commissioners would be needed and with others. Kroeger has obtained from executive director of E911 names of persons to contact to further discuss consolidation of local county dispatches. There was discussion of territorial issues due to jobs being affected. Montgomery County is currently in the process of dispatch consolidation. Kermit Lindsey said you have to weigh the personal side of this also because now if you call state police you get someone in Bloomington; IN. Dubois county has the most updated system. Kroeger would like to see the commissioners start to look at this if the quality is the same; why would we care. Kroeger stated these are just ideas. Logsdon had spoken on this in 2010. At a minimum we need to enter into some discussion if it is possible. Winsett stated it is no doubt… it is possible and may be better …but you are also looking at opening a can of worms where there is going to be some negatives. Kermit Lindsey stated he must have 2 dispatchers and will not hire anyone in the one open position until he comes back to the council to discuss it further. He asked that the open position not be cut. Within a three hour period prior to this meeting Kermit Lindsey reported 215 calls had came in. 61 of these were administrative, 11 were E911 calls, and 9 Fire Departments were dispatched out, we had some EMS runs and traffic stops he reported.  He thanked council for not cutting this position. Currently, the county has 12 dispatchers. One dispatch must be moved to County General. Winsett made a motion to put $32,500 in Jail dispatch Kroeger seconded all were in favor. 
Lieberman Technologies-
Philip Lieberman, Manager for Lieberman Technologies, LLC was introduced and recommended by Kermitt Lindsey for consideration of collection of tax warrants. Current process involves the following procedure. Tax warrant is collected from the Department of Revenue, we complete paperwork, mail it out, and if there is a cancellation and they want them back then we have to re-contact the people. Lindsey stated we considered doing all of the administrative work electronically. Warrick County Sheriff department recommended Lieberman technologies. They serve 48 counties in Indiana. Cost is a one time set up fee of $8,000 with an annual maintenance fee of $3,500. However, if Lieberman also handles our sheriff sales they will waive $1,000 of the annual maintenance fee reducing it to $2,500 annually. Currently, we are using SRI out of Indianapolis IN for these services. Kermit Lindsey would like to take $8,000 from the County Corrections fund, (not wanting to deplete the current $8,000 approximate sheriff sale fund balance) and then for every sheriff sale there is a $200 charge of which the county gets $100 and the Sheriffs sale fund gets $100. He recommended paying the $2,500 maintenance fee out of the sheriff sale fund annually.  Winsett asked for clarification on the cost. Philip Lieberman stated that this is a one year contract for the $8,000 it runs from April 2011 to March 31 of 2012. That is when the maintenance kicks in. They would prorate the remaining nine months. So 2012 cost would be $1,875 for the year. Then, in 2013 it would go back up to $2,500 annually for the maintenance. The Advantage of the tax warrant system is in essence it is all automated. So, instead of the tax warrants that come down from the Department of Revenue in paper form, the system will receive this information and print out the letters that will be sent out. Also when someone comes in to pay a warrant the interest is calculated to the day of receipt. Then, at a certain time you will push a button and the system will calculate the FTP’s that will be submitted to the Department of Revenue. The Sheriff’s office (actually current agreement with sheriff allows this money to be placed in the general fund) will be able to collect 10% of that revenue. (Sheriff collects this now with current system but this system per Lieberman is very efficient and other counties have found it to be faster) This system has been endorsed by the Department of Revenue. The cash book which keeps track of the money that comes in and out of the sheriffs department has been approved by the SBOA and Lieberman manages that process. Lieberman works with the Sheriffs department with all of the proper procedures then it is approved by the SBOA. It takes essentially a month to set it up. Kroeger asked if SRI has same system as Lieberman. Lieberman stated actually he thinks in the tax warrant system and the cash book system they are the only vendor that does that. Essentially, they lay it out on the web. That way the sheriffs department is not receiving calls Lieberman is. They take all this responsibility away from the sheriffs department. All Sheriff has to do is show up at the sale make a decision if there is a problem, and he has to serve the warrant to the defendants. SRI contract is non-binding; no current contract has been signed. Spaetti asked if Lieberman has presented this to county commissioners. Lindsey stated not at this time. Lieberman system is non-binding. Spaetti asked Wetherill if he saw any problem with the council proceeding with any of this. Wetherill said no. Sheriff sales will be on the website. Lieberman works with all of the attorneys on all of the foreclosure sales in different counties of the state and advertises the property in the paper. No problems were raised from any of the councilmen. 
Cum Bridge
Phase I & II County Bridge Re-inspection $34,183.  Per Lloyd this is done every 4 years when you sign a Contactor on to do inspections they will inspect your bridges every 2 years. Then, at 4 years you just start over. Work done for 2010 will be completed in 2011. This is Phase I. In 2012, Lloyd will have to come back to council for Phase II portion which is approximately $64,000-$65,000. This is Federal Law we don’t have a choice we have to have certified contractors inspect our bridges. This year county went with a new contractor. Kress asked if there is a list of these bridges. The previous contractor of 12 years transferred bridge inventory to the new contractor. Bridges have to have a span of 20 feet or greater to be on our bridge inventory. Bunner asked if we negotiate the rate.  Lloyd stated the way it is done you score the contractors then you discuss the rate. It appears backwards but that is the way the Federal requires it to be done. We put out a request for proposals anyone that wants to put in for it does. Kroeger made a motion to approve. Bunner seconded. All were in favor. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Huffman Mill Covered Bridge was approved in 2010 for $240,000. It is not an additional per se. Funds could not be encumbered because the same night engineer brought this to the council later that evening decisions were being considered on another grant Rininger had brought forward for $900,000. That caused process to be slowed down not allowing engineer time to enter into a contract for this $240,000 that was approved prior. Since no contract was entered into by December 2010 these funds have to be re-appropriated for the Huffman Mill Covered Bridge project. Keeping in mind that 80 percent is reimbursed by the federal government and 10 percent from Perry County so we are only out $24,000 at the end of the day.  The way this works, as claims come in to the engineer she can submit a claim immediately and receive 80 percent of that money right back from the federal government. Bunner made a motion to re-approve these funds. Winsett seconded it. All were in favor. 
E911 Wireless	
The E911 wireless update system is an Annual installation contract for $60,000 it comes out of the E911 wireless fund.  Bunner asked what exactly it is. Spaetti clarified and stated it’s expensive but that’s new technology. Kroeger made a motion to approve. Knepper seconded it. All were in favor. 
Mariah Hill Sewer District
Ed Balbach stated he was here last June (2010) and requested $100,000 and council approved $25,000 that was never sent to him by the Auditors office. Re-request $25,000 out of COIT funds. Ed Balbach presented an update to all of the council. Mariah Hill Sewer District went in the red, a minus of $4, 835, and their cash operating money right now is only at $4,321. If not for two tap on charge fees of (One for a new home and one trailer) $2,300 each there would be at zero operating balance. Balbach spoke to Tammy White at the SBOA and she stated 20 years is the maximum debt term. It was suggested by Lueken for Balbach to consult with Jeff Lindsey on funding possibilities though SRF. Balbach spoke to a local bank and was turned down. Unsecured Debt is $460,000 approximately with 12 years remaining. Not being able to refinance is a huge problem. No state funding or other grants found at this time. 3.6 percent is the current interest rate. If they could have re-fi it would have cost them 4 percent at the local banks best rate. Spaetti stated to council COIT funds were set up for this type of need in the county. Currently, there are 96 users on the sewer system. Ed Balbach contact number is (812) 937-4610. Kress made a motion to approve $25,000 out of COIT funds. Winsett seconded it. All were in favor. 
Riverboat
Bunner made a motion to approve the employee handbook at $224 that was not paid from last year. Kress seconded it. All were in favor. 
Auditor/Annual Appropriations
Kress made a motion to approve $873 for continued education for police deputies. This money comes from traffic tickets this money must be spent with in one year or the county has to give this money to the state. Bunner seconded it. All were in favor. Kroeger made a motion to approve $15,643 for the Flu Fund in order to have funds for vaccines that might be needed for the county in the future.  Waninger seconded it. All were in favor. Knepper made a motion to approve $8,311 for the Clerk Perp fund. This is money that Clerk collects in office for copy fees. (After council approval clerk can use this money for items needed in clerk’s office.) Bunner seconded it. All were in favor. Winsett made a motion to approve $18,658 for the Firearms annual appropriation fund used for training and purchases for handguns and ammunition. (This money is collected from ticket fees and gun permits). Kress seconded it. All were in favor. Kroeger made a motion to approve $30,000 for User Fee. This money is traffic ticket money that is collected by the clerk’s office distributed to the auditor’s office. Council approves it for the auditor to pay out claims on the police department’s portion. This money is requested by the claim process from any police officer in the county that presents qualified claims. Knepper seconded it. All were in favor. Kroeger made a motion to approve County Corrections $20,527. This is money county receives from the state for housing misdemeanors. (This is where Lindsey is talking about using the first $8,000 to fund the Lieberman Technologies project) Waninger seconded it. All were in favor. Bunner made a motion to approve $2,272 for Clerk IV-D fund. This is money from the Federal passed to the State that we receive. Kroeger seconded it all were in favor. Kress made a motion to approve $3,241 for Accident & Theft fund. This is a $5 fee for accident reports it can be drawn back out for training or equipment. Bunner seconded it. All were in favor. Waninger made a motion to approve $7,610 in the Prosecutor IV-D fund. This is Federal money that is passed through the state to the county. Kroeger seconded it. All were in favor. Bunner made a motion to approve $4,726 in the Prisoner Reimbursement fund. Kroeger seconded it. All were in favor.  Bunner made a motion to approve $883 in the County Inmate Medical fund. This is a $15 co-pay if inmate goes to the doctor and a $10 Co-pay if the inmate just goes to the nurse (we have a couple nurses that come in) this money inmates pay on their medical costs helps off-set the medical costs. If the inmate goes to the nurse but then the nurse refers them to the doctor then it is $15 co-pay. Bunner stated the inmates are getting a much better deal on co-pays than our employees. Bunner asked if there was a law on how much we could charge and if so can we increase this co-pay. Lindsey will check on this for council. Kroeger stated that there is some good news concerning NACO prescription cards. County can use it for the inmates that do not have insurance. Kroeger seconded request for $883. All were in favor. Bunner made a motion to approve $2,880 in the Sex Offender fund. Kress seconded it. All were in favor. 
County Wide Communication Grant
Scott Meadors presented information to the council. Carter fire district received the $350,000 grant. County must match 10% or $35,000. It is basically for radio equipment. It does not cover towers, buildings or anything else we need. We are going to need towers put up in order to get the radio signal out. County currently has a tower in Chrisney, and one in St. Meinrad. There have been some issues that he believes they have worked through. There was some equipment that was going to go in the dispatch Lindsey did not like the idea that the Carter Fire Department had to maintain control of that equipment so this equipment has been taken out of this grant. Lindsey stated he would pay for whatever equipment he needed in dispatch. There is a patching panel that attaches to the 800 megahertz state system into ours that’s needed it is a mandate it will probably be used either after the main tower in Chrisney or the Carter fire department…So if they ever have to patch it in they will have to get ahold of Carter Fire Department to patch it in. Carter Fire department will own the equipment from this grant. It is the counties to use as long as you want. If a contract stating ownership of equipment with the county is needed Meadors sees no issue with that. However, the day that this equipment would ever have to come out it would come back to Carter Fire department so they can account for it. There is a three year audit period with FEMA he has to keep records as to where everything is at. If a fuse blows Meadors has to record it and make sure all guide lines have been followed properly. Meadors has not approached the commissioners as yet. In summary: $35,000 County match; 300 ‘tower erected in Chrisney; Move existing tower in Chrisney (existing tower height is approximately 180 -190 ft.) to St. Meinrad. St. Meinrad is having trouble getting signal now using their 60’ tower. He believes this all can be done for under $200,000. FEMA money will be used first then Carter Fire Department will need the $35,000. This grant must be all completed and operational by January 21, 2012. All Fire departments and EMS will receive radios. Spaetti asked about the donated tower from Corp Engineers that previously had been offered to county. It is no longer being considered, it will be best to use existing tower in Chrisney per Al Perdue because it is up and the other is down on the ground corrosion could be a problem. Meadors was told cost factor is not going to be much more to use the one that is up off the ground than the one that is on the ground; far as moving it. Grants were discussed with Perdue. Not available. Kress asked Meadors about location of the tower. Meadors stated if tower can stay close to the same spot as the existing tower it may not need an impact study. If an Impact study is needed it could take several months and $9,000. Council thanked Meadors for the update.
Soil and Water   
Mark Lubbehusen stated there is confusion as to what has been done in the past at least that is what their board feels. In 2007 they came before the council. They have two employees. Lubbehusen requested insurance for the second employee at that time which council agreed to do at that point in time. Lubbehusen stated it has been brought to our attention our administrator Megan Thomas is limited to $10.25 per hour salary. Soil and Water had proposed to her when we hired her we would take her to a $10.75 per hour salary in March 2011. Auditor’s office told us we could not do that. Lubbehusen stated she is paid as deputy clerk and that salary is $13 plus; already approved by the council. So we need to have this raised. One of the major jobs of this administrator is to go after grants and if you look in your portfolio there you see that for every one dollar you spend to us county has $14 administrated through grants. Spaetti stated to council when we set Salary ordinance we went with a 2 percent raise. Spaetti further stated Soil and Water is requesting to get Megan Thomas up to $10.75 per hour now and then next year to try to get her raised up closer to what the deputies in the court house are currently making. Lubbehusen stated Spaetti was correct. We like to increase our employees as they progress over time. Also, we have a Clean Water Indiana Grant that helps pay the salary. This Grant is annually $10,000. Soil and Water stated salary ordinances says $10.50 but if you divide out the $13,090 salary that is approved it comes to $10.75 per hour. Kroeger stated all we have to do is amend our salary ordinances. County has been taking out the insurance premiums. This is the first employee that requested the insurance card. Spaetti asked Lubbehusen to look at a contribution to help us out with the insurance needs since we are a Fully Funded County.  Lubbehusen stated yes we certainly will keep looking. Amy Sims just did get an $8,000 grant due to her efforts. Spaetti stated to Wetherill is this appropriate. Wetherill stated he would work with Auditor to revise the Salary Ordinance. Lubbehusen stated that Amy Sims has helped Commissioner Logsdon quite a bit with the Drainage board. Anything that comes up like that takes top priority. Kroeger asked what NRCS stands for. Lubbehusen replies “Natural Resource Conservation Service”. Spaetti asked commissioner attorney Lindsey is this person an employee or non-employee of the county. Lindsey stated he would have to research this further. Kroeger stated on the surface they are being paid by the county and the county is providing health insurance. ..Wetherill stated …and we have a statute stating we have to have one…But Spaetti stated but…we aren’t paying enough hours for that person to be a full time employee. Others agreed. Not trying to pass the buck here but we want to legally do this correctly Spaetti concluded. Lubbehusen stated in 2007 is when they started using the county handbook and have assumed this person all along as an employee of the county.  Commissioner Gogel stated this is no different when we receive grants for the EMA. Kroeger mentioned this is true with the prosecutor’s office, too. Commissioner Gogel remembered when they were here in 2007 …they were 2 full time employees with full time benefits. Spaetti asked who makes this call…Council or Commissioners. Commissioner Gogel stated maybe both can. Winsett stated he didn’t think it had anything to do with the council because council only approves the funds. Vice President of the Soil and Water board Rahman stated if you are an employee of the county aren’t you listed in the Legal notice in the county paper with your wage listed? These two persons were listed in paper. Kroeger stated what about the Victim advocate employees. Wetherill stated if you remember several years ago they were contractual services but now they are employees. Kroeger asked why wouldn’t we pay Soil and Water the same as Victim advocate employees.  Tameria Graham stated it is the funding of the grant that makes this difference. Victim advocate claims are submitted and are reimbursed on everything. (Pretrial is reimbursed) Graham further stated if you want to handle it like Victim Advocate at budget time you need to fund everything and Soil and Water reimburse you. It is an accounting entry issue. So, at budget time this must be addressed so not to have this problem in the future. Wetherill stated that other than that he told everyone present it appeared we are on the same page. Kroeger asked if it could be cleared up with an additional appropriation this year. Graham stated yes. Kroeger stated do an additional appropriation next month for the money needed for this person as an employee. Then county can be reimbursed for the $10,000 grant money. Spaetti stated we will make an amendment at our next meeting so this can be advertised. Spaetti thanked Soil and water for coming in. 
Spaetti asked if any other matter needed to be brought before the board. Spaetti asked Wetherill if he had anything for the council, he did not. Kroeger stated anyone that can be present at the Executive Session tomorrow in Dale would be nice. He further stated a decision at some point is going to have to be made. Bunner made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Knepper seconded it. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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